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TEE CIRCULAR 


Alms to be the exponent of Bible Commupism, advocating the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Charch It will, also, giveits readers a supply of general in- 
talligence, and the news of the day. 

{t is offered, as the gospel is, without money and without 
peice to those who choose to receive it thus, or at One Dollar 
a year tosuch as prefer to pay. At present it is supported princi 
pally by the funds of the Oneida Community and its branches, 
aided by the free contributisis of its friends, and a few remit- 
tances from those who choose to pay forit. Our expectation, 
however, is, that the idea of a Fae Daity Reciciovs Press, as 
the complement and consummation of Free Schools, Free 
Shurches, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually be- 
# me Known, and be appreciated among all spiritually minded 
tuligionists, and that thus the Circular, as the embodiment of 
t Mt idea, will draw to itself a volunteer constituency more 
whole-hearted, for instance, than that which surrounds the Bi- 
bie Society, and endows it annually with a revenue of severa! 
handred thousand dollars. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Auy subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
saould cetura asa copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, * Discontinue.” 


Address ‘*‘ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”’ 





WANTED. 


Intelligent, reliable, sympathetic, volunteer Cor- 
respondents, in our own country and every part 
of the world, who will give us early and au- 
thentic information of events occurring in their 
respective localities, that are of a remarkable char- 
acter, orof general interest to mankind, and who 
will also furnish us, from time to time, with brief 
and lucid expositions of such topics as come within 
their range of thought and observation. 





Our Purpose in the Future, 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the must commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—imore vifective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal initsoperation. Re- 
jligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, us the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the samereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tc the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the nue of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are expecting to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press, so soon as Providence opeus the way, 
and the means are aman in their possession 


The Oneida ‘Community, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Ss. Wewhouse’s 


SUPERIORSTEEL TRAPS, 


Cnameled Traveling-Bigs, Palm-Leaf 
Hats, Caps, Satia Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c., 
Sreen & Preserveoeda 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS, 
Orices for any of the above articles directed to 
THE OVEID1 COMMUNITY, Oneida, N. ¥. 
will receive vet attention, 
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“Publications. 








THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volane of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyss. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth. The Second Coming. Resurrection. Origin of Evi!.Our 
Reiationsto the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death.Con- 
&c, &e.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences. but developing many new and interesting 
Conclusions differing widely from those of the old Theology 
Allwho wishto anderstand Biate Commuenism—its constitu” 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint them- 
aclves with the contents of this book. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Anaual Reports anl other publications of the 
Oneila Community and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary view 
of their Neligiousand Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price, 50 sts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyrs. Pamphlet, 64 cts. 


densation of Life, 


Past Volumes of the Circular can be fur- 
nished to order; and any of the above Publications 


meget 


The Qaaiadn i emenhinns : 
Where and What it is. 


—The Community consists of about 220 members, 
comprising men, women, youth and children, nearly 
in equa? proportions. They cultivate 386 acres of 
their own land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, 
State of New York ; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and produc- 
tions, see the preceding card. 

—The Community has been established here about 
fourteen years, and is self-supporting. There is a 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn., 
which is also self-supporting. 

--The Community takes its origin from religious 
faith and thorough devotion to the tcachings of the 
Bible, simply and rationally interpreted. Its mem- 
bers hold, among their distinguishing points of be- 
lief, that Christ offers himself to the world, asa 
perfect savior from sin; that his Second Coming 
took place at the close of the Apostolic age; that 
the Kingdom of Heaven then founded in the invisi- 
ble world is now extending itself into visible 
humanity ; that all good and evil are the results of 
spiritual agency, and hence, that faith is the best 
medicine for both soul and body ; that the age of 
miracles is not past, &c. For a full statement of 
their religious views, and the arguments therefor, 
see the Berean, a book published by the Community. 


—The social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism like that of the day of Pentecost, when ‘ no 
man said that aught of the things that he possessed 
was his own, but they had all things common.’ 
The relation of the sexes is placed, not like that of 
common society, on the basis of law and constraint, 
neither on the opposite one of mere freedom; but 
on that of INSPIRATION, TRULY DERIVED BY COMMUNI- 
CATION WITH THE spiziT oF Gop. For amore full 
discussion of these principles, see Bib/e Communism. 
a pamphlet of 128 pages, for sale here. 

—For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal constitution, code of laws, or officership, but de- 
pends on the maintenance of a good spirit, securing 
VITAL ORGANIZATION, like that which animates the 
human body, and on the exercise of FREE CRITICISM 
on the part of allits members. Those persons who 
are the most spiritual secure the most confidence, 
and consequently have the most influence, whoever 
they are. Joun H. Noyes, as the medium by which 
these truths have been mainly developed in this 
age, is respected as atrue leader. In business, 
those persons whose attractions and capacities fit 
them for posts of responsibility are sought out and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

—The object of the Community is to live a true 
life, setting forth in all their relations the principles 
and spirit of what they believe to be resurrection 
society. They consider themselves members and 
subjects of the Kingdom of Heaven, and their social 
innovations but as parallel movements with tele- 
graphing and railroading in the department of out- 
ward communication. They do not profess to 
have arrived at perfect results yet in many re- 
spects. How far they have attained is open 
to the inspection of all sincere and well-behaved 
people who will take pains to read their writings, 
understand their principles, and make known their 
wish for a personal visit at the Community. 

—-Tue Circunar is our weekly organ, and is of- 
fered on such terms as make it accessible to every 
one Those who receive its spirit and have the 
ability to do so, will deal generously with the Com- 
munity in sharing its expense, and contributing to 
its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as a gift. 

The following may serve as 2 condensed formulaof 

PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christin the 

interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Unity of all believersin this world and in Hades, 

with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrecticen of the Spirit. by the faith and confes- 
sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the fore- 
going, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, and 
abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspira- 
tion tor distribution. 

Dwelling togetherin Association, or Complex Fami- 
lies. 

flome Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorcedfrom Mammon, and devo- 

ted to a od. 


“FL ow E R SE EDS. 


For sale, a choice assortinent of Flower Seeds, of 
our own raising. They will be furnished in collec- 
tions of twenty-five sorts for $1 

We have also on hand an assortment, comprising 
some rare and valuable flower seeds, obtained of a 
Seedsman and Florist. They will be furnished in 
collections of twenty-five sorts, for $1. 

Persons wishing to purchase seeds for the coming 
season, may order from us through the mail. 

Address, ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 





may bc sent by mail to all parts of the country. 


Oneida, N. Y. 





[ Advertisement. ]} 
Prospectus. 


THE NEW-YORK EVENING POST. 


A Dairy, Semt-Werexity anp Weexiy Newspaper. 








FOR THE UNION AND) THE WAR. 





No Compromise or Sympathy with Traitors. 





This well known journal is now in the sixty-first 
year of its existence, It has always been a leading 
journal of the city, taking part in all the discus- 
sions of the day, and uttering its sentiments with 
caidor, fearlessness and independence. Freedom 
now and forever, has been and will continue to be 
its motto. 

The Principles by which it is guided are :—4 
Strict Construction of the Constitution, Economy 
in Government; no Political Jobbery; Honest 
Men for Office; The Suppression of the Slave 
Power; Free Soil and Free Speech; and the 

rosecution of the war against treason until the 
ast rebel has laid down his arms. 

But the Evening Post, while it is fearless in the 
expression of its opinions, aims chiefly at being a 
good newspaper. It will contain full accounts of all 
the interresting occurrences of the day, embracing 
Ist. 4 Complete history of the War. 
2d. Political Documents; Reports of Meetings; 

Speeches and Proceedings of Legislative Bodies. 
3d. The Latest Markets ; Commereial Intelligence; 

Reports and lists of Prices. 
4th. European News.--Advices by the foreign 

steamers, letters from our own correspondents, 

and extracts from English aud translations from 
continental journals. 

5th. Miscellaneous Reading ; Poetry ; Book Re- 
views; Tales ; Anecdotes and Gossip. 

In short, it is the design ofthe editors to make 
the Evening Post 
THE BEST NEWSPAPER IN THE COUNTRY. 
No pains of labor and no expense in money will be 
spared to accomplish this end. 

As the Dairy Evenine Post circulates more 
largely, perhaps, than any otper city journal among 
merchants, capitalists, bankers, brokers, lawyers, 
manufacturers and business men generally, it has 
always been a most eligible advertising medium. 
But since the war its circulation has enormously in- 
creased, which fact ofters additional inducements to 
those who 


WISH THEIR BUSINESS MADE KNOWN. 


Tue Semi-Wkexty Evenine Post, published reg- 
ularly on Wednesdays and Saturdays, contains all 
the reading matter of the Daily Evening Post, and 
the latest news, by telegraphs and mails, up to the 
hour of publication. 

Tue Weekxty Evenixne Post, published every 
Thursday, is edited with especial reference to the 
wants of country readers, and besides all the arti- 
cles of general interest published in the Daily 
Evening Post. contains a complete digest of the 


news of the day, and an Agricultural Column, 


devoted to the interest and instruction of farmers 
It contains forty long colunms of reading matter 
every week, making it 

AN ADMIRKABLE FAMILY PAPER. 





TERMS. 
DAILY EVENING POST, 
Single Copy, One Year, in advance - - - $ 9 00 
Three Copies, in advance - - - - - - 26 00 
Single Copy, per month - - - - - - - 76 
SEMI-WEEKLY EVENING POST 
Is Published every Wednesday and Saturday. 


Single Copy, One Year, in advance - - - $300 
Two Copies, “6 ocn OG 
Five Copies, bi “ - - + 12 00 
Ten Copies, " + - - 20 00 
WEFKLY EVENING POST 
Is Published every Thursday. 

Single Copy, One Year, in advance - - - ¢ 2 00 
Three Copies, ** as - - - 6 00 
Five Copies, oo “ s & @ & 00 
Ten Copies. ss - - - 1200 
Twenty Copies, “ * - - 20 00 
Any larger number at the rate of ¢1 per year. 

Subscriptions may commence at any time. Pay 
always in advance. Any person sending us twenty 
or more subscribers will be entitled to an extra 
copy for his services; or for ten subscribers he 
will receive a copy for six months, When a club 
of subscribers has been forwarded, additions may 
be made to it on the same terms. It is not neces- 
sary that the members of a club should receive 
their papers at the same Postofiice. Each sub- 
scriber’s name is printed on his paper. Clergy- 
men are supplied at the lowest club rates. Money 
may be forwarded at our risk. Specimen copies 
of the Evening Post will be sent free to all who 
desire it. 





WM. C. BRYANT & CO., 
Office of the Evening Post, 
41 Nassav sTREET, corner Lirerty, New Yor, 





There is @ way out of all difficulty if we can 
stoop low enough. Whatever your trouble is, look 
low and you will find the outlet uf escape. Lose 
your life, and you will find it. God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 
unto me all ve that Jabour and are heavy 
and I will give you rest. 
youand learn of me; for Tam meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shail find rest unto your souls.” 


* Come 
laden, 


Take my yoke upon 
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Old-F ashionad Faith. 


“Who among us shall dwell with the 
devouring fire? Who among us shall 
dwell with everlasting burnings ? He 
that walketh righteously, and speaketh 
uprightly ; he that despiseth the gain 
of oppression, that shaketh his hands 
from holding bribes, that stoppeth his ears 
from hearing of blood, and shutteth his 
eyes from seeing evil ; he shall dwell on 
high.” We are not to understand by 
this last clause, that it is a person’s 
duty to willfully close his eyes to truth, 
or to be ignorant of the evil that exists. 
The meaning of it is, that the true man 
will not allow his thoughts to be taken 
possession of by anything below him, or 
on a level with him. ‘“ He sets the Lord 
always before his face”—his object is 
“to bring every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ.” He has some- 
thing of more importance to think of 
than mere superficialities, If evil pre- 
sents itself claiming his attention, he 
will say, “If I had nothing else to do I 
would attend to you, but my thoughts 
are not my own—my mind is not my 
own ; and the fact that 1am surrounded 
by circumstances that invite my atten- 
tion, does not properly determine the 
course of my thoughts. It is for Christ 
to direct my thoughts, and he may pre- 
fer I should thirk of something else.” 
Christ is perfectly independent of cir- 
cumstances ; and perhaps many times 
the fact that an inferior or horizontal in- 
terest demands attention, would be the 
very reason why he would refuse to give 
it. 

A man who has set his heart on bring- 
ing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ—on setting the Lord 
always before his face, and is determined 

have a single eye, not thinking his 
own thoughts, but the thoughts of 
Christ—must train himself to what may 
be called absent mindedness ; so that ex- 
ternal inducements shall have no power 
over him—any thing below him shall ap- 
peal in vain for attention, except as 
Christ chooses to have him give his atten- 
tion to it. For one I desire the tree flow 
of Christ’s spirit in every thing I do ; 
and except as I can have that in my at- 
tention to outward things, they shall ap- 
peal to me in vain—my mind shall be 
far away on other subjects, pursuing my 
studies with Christ. 

This kind of absent-mindedness, is ab- 
solutely essential to our true educa- 
tion. We often hear anecdotes of the 
absence of mind to which enthusiastic 
persons are subject. The following case 
is perhaps an extreme specimen, but will 
illustrate this trait : A celebrated musi- 
cian lost his wife; and for some time 
was extremely dejected. While absorbed 
in melancholy meditation, a musical quo- 
tation applicable to his situation came 





to his mind, and he sat down to the pi- 
ano to play it. He very soon became ab- 
sorbed in his favorite passion and forgot 
all about his wife. A servant came in 
and asked him to give orders about the 
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funeral, but his master refused to leave 
his piano and told him impatiently to go 
and speak to his wife! This is a very 
foolish absence of mind, but Christ has a 
right to demand of us an absorption into 
the music of his Spirit, as complete as 
that. 

Shutting the eyes from the seeing of 
evil in a right way, is not closing up the 
mind, or turning the thoughts into va- 
cancy. It is turning our thoughts to 
Christ—obeying a superior attraction.— 
These external inducements to thought, 
appeal to what may be called the descend- 
ing, or horizontal tendency of your mind, 
they engage you in fellowship with things 
on a level with, or below yourself. If 
you suffer your mind and thoughts to 
be occupied indiscriminately with such 
things, you will contract meanness and 
poverty from them. Our spiritual health 
requires that the predominant tenden- 
cies of our thonghts should be towards 
Christ and eternal life. 

Not only is it necessary to close our 
mind against evi] in the descending and 
horizontal sphere, but we must guard our 
thoughts from being taken possession of 
by good in the same direction. The hab- 
it of mind that allows horizontal good to 
take possession of it, will extend the same 
freedom to evil. You may say we are 
bound to rejoice in every thing. Christ 
does not say so. When his disciples came 
back boasting of the power they had over 
evil spirits, and supposing it to be a top- 
ic of high interest, and legitimate mat- 
ter tor rejoicing, he said to them, ‘‘ Never- 
theless in this rejoice not; but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in 
heaven.” Look higher! Choose a high- 
er sphere for rejoicing. This liability to 
be carried away by either good or evil, at 
the bidding of circumstances, is what 
every one must be delivered from, if he 
wishes to stand side by side with the rest 
of Christ’s flock. The old-fashioned 
faith was one that made people very ab- 
sent-minded, and insensible to the pres- 
ence of either good or evil of an outward 
nature. It gave a dignity and solidity of 
character to Christ and the Primitive 
Church, that we need very much to cul- 
tivate and seek after. 

See further what Christ tells us to re- 
joice in—“ Blessed are ye when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake, Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in heaven,.”— 
This is a legitimate ground of rejoicing, 
and is substantially the same as the 
other. Rejoice because you are laying 
up treasures in heaven. Fight the bat- 
tle before you, enduring the cross, and 
despising the shame, because your names 
are written in heaven. Herein lies the 
source of Paul’s constant rejoicing: he 
counted not his life dear unto him, that 
he might finish his course with joy, and 
enter upon the reward that was laid up 
for him in heaven, 

Now our position is substantially the 
same as that of the Primitive Church ; 
and if we wish to have fellowship with 
those old heroes, we must learn to rejoice 
in what they did, and do still rejoice in 
—we must attain that absorption into 
Shrist, that entire devotion of heart and 
feeling to him, that qualifies persons to 
take their place, and behave becomingly 
in heaven, We must in some way at- 


ain a degree of discipline that will ena- 








ble us to keep our eye single toward God 
in the midst of great prosperity and ex- 
ternal glory. We must be able to bear 
an exceeding weight of glory, without 
rejoicing in it disproportionately, or being 
seduced by it from single eyed devotion 
to Christ. How did the Primitive Church 
get this self-control ? They took their 
first great lessons in it in this world, by 
learning to “turn away from seeing of 
evil,” and commanding their minds into 
positive attention to Christ in the midst 
of terrors and distresses. The training 
that enabled them to keep a single eye 
to him in the midst of persecution and 
suffering, qualified them to maintain the 
same simplicity in the midst of great 
good. Learning to set the Lord always 
before their face in the presence of Satan, 
and in the midst of hell, as it were, pre- 
pared them to live in heaven and still 
set the Lord always before their face. 


There is a higher grade of character 
for us to attain in this respect, than we 
have yet attained. Look at the state of 
Christ while in this world. You may 
say he had advantages that we have not ; 
but he had immense disadvantages too. 
We have never known what heavenly 
happiness is—we have had trial and suf- 
fering from the beginning. But Christ 
descended to this world from the bosom 
of the Father—‘‘ Though he was rich, 
yet for our sakes he became poor, and 
took upon him the form of a servant ;” 
and he felt, nodoubt, the full weight of 
the contrast while associated with his 
disciples. ‘How long shall I be with 
you ? how long shall I suffer you?” he 
exclaims, while straitened in spirit by 
their unbelief; and undoubtedly his 
death was aglorious release to him.— 
With all his sensitiveness to good, and 
appreciation of the peace and happiness 
he had with the Father, yet he came in- 
to this coid world, and lived thirty years 
in contact with all manner of wicked- 
ness, 

Look at the sufferings of the Primitive 
Church. All that we have been called 
to endure is nothing in comparison ; yet 
they thought their troubles “ light afflic- 
tions ;” and we, if we expect to attain 
their society, must come somewhere near 
their manliness. By cultivating their 
fellowship, and refusing to give attention 
to either good or evil on the horizontal 
scale, we can have heaven itself here.— 
We have criticised that foolish sensitive- 
ness to good and evil that carries people 
away into extremes, in specific instances : 
let us generalize the criticism, and make 
war upon that spirit ae it affects all, in 
the way of diverting them from Christ. 
Let us pray for more depth, and stir one 
another up to lay hold more firmly of the 
old-fashioned faith of Christ and Paul— 
shake ourselves from all littleness of 
mind, and assume in the name of Christ 
that we are able to resist the devil, and 
expel him from our coasts. Assume the 
godly boldness that minds nothing about 
past experience, and cares nothing for 
the magnitude of the evil around us—for 
Christ has overcome the wicked one in 
our hearts. Faith, in its very nature, is 
an overcoming power: it could not enter 
the world without overcoming the devil. 
Satan can get along with everything else 
except faith—he can fellowship thoughts 
and feelings of all kinds, but faith is an 
antagonistic element that he has no fel- 
lowship with. We may assume that the 
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devil knows from old experience that he 
cannot handle a man of faith—he has 
tried it enough to know that he cannot 
masticate an old fashioned believer with- 
out getting choked. 

To sum up all: every thing around us— 
that which we call the world—is but the 
soil on which we grow; it furnishes nu- 
triment and discipline for us; but our 
being and destiny is as distinct from it 
as the plant from the earth which sur- 
rounds it. God makes use of evil to chas- 
ten us, soften us, sharpen our wits, and 
develop in us faith and patience. All 
things, whether good or evil, work togeth- 
er for good to them that love God.—Home- 
Talk. 
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ONEIDA, JANUARY 23, 1862. 
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Duties of the Present Crisis. 


It is important at the present time for be- 
lievers everywhere to inquire of themselves, 
What is their duty at the present time? How 
can they best subserve the interests of the 
Kingdom of God at this eventful and exciting 
epoch in human affairs? By the nature of 
our relations to God and his Kingdom, which 
we have confessed is come in this world, we 
are not permitted to take an active part in the 
political or military affairs of the nation, and 
yet we cannot but feel an interest in them, 
and must have a duty to perform in regard to 
them. Just what that duty is, in every case, 
we shall not undertake to say, as it is clearly 
beyond our power, and must be determined to 
a large extent by believers themselves in the 
position in which God has placed them. There 
are however certain considerations of a general 
character which ought to influence us all alike ; 
and to these we would call attention. 


Ist. It must be obvious to all, that the pub- 
lie mind is more plastic, public attention more 
wide-awake, and public sympathies more easily 
aroused than formerly, and consequently chang- 
es in public sentiment, or opinion, are more 
easily effected. In truth, already, great moral 
and political changes have taken place, since 
the rebellion broke out, and people generally 
have come to expect them as a matter of 
course. Now can we not take advantage for 
God of this state of things, and by speaking 
the right word in the right place, impregnate 
the hearts of many with ideas that will surely 
germinate and grow into the tree of righteous- 
cess? If we lack wisdom to do this, we may 
ask it of God ‘‘ who give:h to all men liberally 
and upbraideth not.’? As an instance of the 
splendid openings for truth which the present 
troubles occasion, we may ask, ‘‘ What better 
opportunity could be desired to inculcate tke 
benign principles of the Prince of Peace, and 
to suggest other and better methods of scttling 
humau differences and difficulties than by the 
arbitrament of the sword?”? The American 
people are now face to face with a gigantic 
war, and are experiencing, and will yet more 
experience its enormous evils; and the more 
sober and thoughtful portion will never be more 
willing to lend an ear to the suggestions of 
wisdom on this point, than under present cir- 
cumstances. Such, at least, appears to the 
writer to be the case, and the same is true 
in respect to other important truths which the 
Gospel proffers to mankind. 


2d. Notwithstanding the barbarism and 
frightful character of war, considered either in 
the abstract er concrete, still there are matters 
often connected with it, which very much miti- 
gate its evils, and sometimes in a sense even 
ennoble it, by making it an occasion for a very 
great advance in the onward progress of the 
people. Such was the case with the Revolu- 
tionary War, and such may and should be the 
case with the northern people in their conflict 











with the present rebellion against the Govern- 
ment. Never was there a better opportunity 
for ennobling a cause, than the people of the 
North now have ; and it is to be hoped that 
they will have manhood enough to take the 
steps necessary to do this. We refer of course, 
for one thing, to the emancipation of the Slaves, 
If the people do their duty in this respect, fu- 
ture generations will rise up and call them 
blessed ; but if not, shame and disgrace will 
rest upon them for having let slip a grand occa- 
sion for an advance in freedom and civilization. 
We do not look upon emancipation as the great 
panacea of human woes ; but it is nevertheless 
a step in advance, and as such may justly en- 
list the sympathy in word and spirit of believ- 
ers. There is also another and most novel 
feature of the present war, which if well fol- 
lowed up, will go far to ennoble it. We allude 
to the establishment of schools for the blacks 
among the camps of the soldiers at Port Royal, 
and elsewhere. This movement, we regard as 
one of the most interesting and important oc- 
currences of the war, and do not think it has 
received the attention from the press which ite 
importance entitles it to. As another step in 
the nght direction, it should receive the hearty 
sympathy and encouragement of the true- 
hearted, every where. 

3d. More important than all others, and ne- 
cessary to secure the proper fulfillment of the 
lesser duties we have mentioned, and others 
not named, is the obligation resting upon us all, 
to ‘ be filled with the Spirit.” There is an 
immense battery of genial, improving influ- 
ences, most potent for good to the human fam- 
ily, lying back of us, in the Primitive Church, 
now in the Resurrection Sphere ; and all that 
is necessary to give the world the full benefit 
of this store-house of heavenly magnetism, is 
good mediums to transmit it to men. A thou- 
sand, or even a hundred large-hearted, carnest 
men, full-charged with heavenly magnetism, 
would work wonders in the moral and spiritual 
state of the people, that would astonish the 
most credulous among us. ‘ Eye hath not 
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.” This is 
the feast to which we are called, and to which 
it is our main function to invite and attract 
people, by the exhibition of a good life and 
the distribution of a guod spirit. 

Brethren, let us think of these things, and 
make this an occasion of opening our hearts 
anew to Christ and the Primitive Church, to 
betaken complete possession of by them, and be 
made good distributers of their will and spirit 
to mankind. A. 


WwW. C. 


A New Years’ Offering. 








As the customary compliments of the new year 
are going round this morning, and our earliest sal- 
utations were “I wish you a happy new year,” I 
said to myself: Though kind wishes are good in 
their place, and as far as they go, is there not some 
way in which we can in a more tangible way- 
contribute to, and promote the happiness of those 
about us? And I said, there 1s one way in which 
this can be done, I know to some, and I believe 
for all, and in which all may contribute, and all 
may partake, It is this: that every member of 
of the Community, and every subscriber without, 
try to get up a new and lively interest for our lit- 
tle paper, through this new year. Would it not 
contribute much to our happiness to see the sheet 
enlarged—to see its pages glowing with a manly 
and godlike expression of the truths of the Gos- 
pel? What could be more appropriate for that 
purpose than a frank and concise narrative of 
our early experience ; the progress we have made; 
our appreciation of the confession of Christ as a 
whole Savior; our views of Community life, &c. 
Has not every one that has read the Circular 
some experience to relate? some manifestations 
of the power and goodness of God, that they can 
put on paper, that would enrich its pages— 
strengthen the brethren—and by combining, 
bring out a testimony which shall be like the blow- 
ing of the ‘‘great trumpet” spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah ? 

I cheerfully acknowledge the comfort and en 
joyment I have received from many valuable con. 
tributions tothe paper, and I gladly expect more ; 











‘Sse yr BS @ 


=. 


- 2 


“~~ - SF bee ~~ ere Fw YS 


c Ow a Vv FW 


~ Vv 


© 


_— — = 


, 
a 





THE CIRCULAR. 


203 





but having been lately favored, incidentally, with 
relations of the early experience of several mem- 
bers, that have never appeared in print, which I 
thought were interesting, and if combined, would 
be still more so—I have been induced to throw 
out these thoughts. It has always been the 
avowed object of our Society, to preach a free gos- 
pel; and it is to be hoped that this will not be lost 
sight of, as the one great object still before us. 

Permit me, therefore, to urge it upon every one 
who wishes us “a happy new year,” to bring for- 
ward their offering, and thuugh it be but as the 
“ widow’s mite,” if inspired by our Savior’s love 
tor us, it will ever be acceptable. 

Let us remember the injunction of the apostle 
Peter in his general epistle: ‘As every man 
hath received the gift, even so minister the same 
one to another, as good stewards of the manifuld 
grace of God.” 

Much might be said in view of this subject, 
which I shall leave for abler hands than myself. 

P. Ne 


Wallingford Jan. 1, 1861. 





Late News. 


Military Operations, 

From Kentucky we have intelligence that the 
division of Union forces near Mill Springs, on 
the upper Cumberland, under Gen, Schoepf bas 
encountered the division of the Rebel army under 
Gen. Zollicoffer, which has been operating in that 
section for some time, and completely routed 
them. The Lexington correspondent of the Cin- 
cinati Commercial gives the fullowing account of 
the battle: 

‘* General Zollicoffer, learning that the Federal 
forces bad apprvached in his rear, marched out 
of his entrenchments at 3 o’clock Saturday morn- 
img [other accounts say Sunday], and attacked 
Gen. Schvepf in camp. ‘The pickets were driven 
in at an early hour, and the attack was made be- 
fore day light. 

“The battle is reported to have raged with great 
fury until 3 o’clock in the afternoon, when Gen. 
Zollicoffer having been killed, the whole force of 
the rebels fled in confusion from their camp. 

“The loss is not stated, but is thought to be 
heavy. 

* Our victory has been very decisive, and will re- 
sult ina rout of the whole force defending the 
right Hank of Bowling Green.” 

In Missouri, itis reported thatan engagement 
had taken place near Ironton, between 6,000 
Rebels under Jeff. Tompson and a body of about 
800 Union troops. The conflict is said to have been 
desperate and the loss heavy on both sides. The 
Union troops, overpowered by numbers, were 
forced to retreat, and at last accounts were fall- 
ing back on Pilot Knob, where another attack 
was expected. Reénforcements were being scent 
forward to Pilot Knob. 

From last accounts, the advance from Cairo 
about which a good deal has been said, and consid- 
erable expectation excited, was only a reconnoisance 
in force toward the Rebel entrenchments at Colum- 
bus. The troops have mostly returned to their old 
quarters. An advance, however, it is supposed 
will take place sometime” hereafter. A fleet of 
twelve gunboats and thirty-eight mortar boata is 
preparing for an expedition“ somewhere,” and a 
large force of men has been gathered together at 
Cairo, St. Louis and other points, apparently for 
the purpose of doing something in the way of 
warfare. Just where they will gu or what they 
will do, as yet appeareth not. 

An official report from Major General [lal- 
leek, of Missouri, says Major Hubbard’s cavalry 
attacked a rebel force of 900 men, at Silver 
creek, in loward county, under Col. Poindexter, 
on the 16th inst., and routed them. 

The loss of the enemy was 40 killed and 60 
wounded. The Union loss was six killed and 19 
wounded. The Union forces also captured 160 
horses, 60 wagons, 105 tents, 80 kegs of powder, 
200 guns, and 28 prisoners. 

We hear that there is to be a grand simulta- 
neous advance along the whole line from the At- 
lantic to Missouri; that Burnside is to operate 
from the sea-coast; that there is to bean advance 
from the Potomac, that Gen. Buel is to move 
forward in Kentucky ; that Halleck will operate 
down the Mississippi; ud that Sherman in South 
Carolina, and Butler froin Ship Island, will give 
account of themselves. The country has been 
long waiting for something to be done, and if we 
may believe rumor and report, there is a prospect 
of its being gratified. It is said that the Pres- 
ident isin favor of an advance movement, that 
Gen. McClellan is convinced that it is necessary, 
and that Congress and the people are urging it. 
Minister to Russia, 

The numination of Ex-Secretary of War, Gen. 
Cameron, 28 Minister to Russia has been con- 


firmed by the Senate, by a vote of 28 to 14; 
after an exciting debate of several hours in rela- 
tion to the alleged frauds and corruptions of his 
department. 

The New Secretary, 

The new Secretary of War, Mr. Stanton, en- 
tered upon his duties, on Monday of this week. 
He is very highly spoken of by the press gener- 
ally, as a man of strict integrity, and great capa- 
bility for his responsible post. 

From Mexico. 

The latest arrivals from Mexico, represent that 
President Juarez had been invested by Congress, 
before its adjournment, with dictatorial powers, 
and had formed a new and strong Cabinet, which 
gave general satisfaction. Gen. Doblado, the 
new Secretary of State, had issued an order clos- 
ing the port of Vera Cruz to foreign commerce, 
increasing the regular army to 52,000 men, and 
calling upon the Governors of tho States for 
as many volunteers as they could properly fur- 
nish. The people were hearty in their support 
of the Government, and it was supposed that 
tlie Spaniards would find few allies in the coun- 
try. The Reactionists had been very generally 
subdued, and the Government would be able to 
oppose a very energetic resistance to the Spanish, 
¥rench and English invaders. 





An Oneida Journal. 





Sunday, Jan. 19.—One of the pleasantest days 
of the winter. Quiet and mild; the morning 
hours full of the mystery of falling snow; parting 
away at midday and revealing new landscape 
scenery far and near. To enjoy it and to fill our 
blood with the newly purified atmosphere, we— 
Journalist, and an art-and-nature-loving companion 
—start on an afternoon stroll among the woods 
and hills. Following the valley road a mile and 
a half southwardly we pass from iton to the 
western slope of the hill that skirts the south- 
eastern horizon. First,a grove of Pines claims 
our attention. It is one of the few remaining 
groups of this splendid tree which have escaped 
the axe iv this region. It is not a large nor re- 
markable grove, but we sometimes visit it to 
keep bright in our soul’s ideal chambers the 
memory of how it looks “among the pines.” 
There are a few acres of slender forest brothers 
towering up cloudward, most of them from 
seventy-five to ninety feet in hight. They seem 
to cluster almost affectionately—two or three 
often springing up together from, perhaps, a single 
cone dropped years ago. How silent it is here, 
only the hammer of a solitary woodpecker is 
heard. If it were not for these nine inches of 
snow we should lie down on the dead pine leaves 
and gaze up at the evergreen tops longer, and 
let the fancies and thoughts that the scene calls 
forth troop through our brain. Here on the out. 
skirts of the pines is ‘an aged Hemlock, the 
winds of a hundred winters have whistled through 
its branches and it is mot dead at the top.” How 
grandly it towers up—its green pyramid of 
branches having its base within a few feet of the 
ground. The snow lies lightly among its feathery 
spray, making it wonderfully picturesque. It is 
worth going miles to see. Readerdo you appre. 
ciate trees, especially old trees? If you do not 
we pity you. You miss one of the exquisite sen- 
gations of existence. Were we to choose com- 
panions outside of the realm of souls—of human 
and divine life—they would be trees, we some- 
times think, especially old trees, full of the grand- 
eur of age and of growth. How suggestive they 
are of many thoughts and things! How they 
link us back with far away years, and bring to 
mind the history of the long past generations! 
An old tree which has drank in the sunshine and 
the dews of a hundred seasons, which has gathered 
strength from the blast, aud beauty from the si- 
lent night, which has grown and spread forth its 
branches while the stars in their courses have 
looked down on the changes and experiences of 
three generations of men—we should hesitate ere 
we lifted the axe against it, or marred its hoary 
honors. As we stand and look upon one, at times, 
the beautiful illustrations of the Bible come home 
to our heart and our faith takes a firmer hold on 
the old central truths—God, heaven, and the res- 
urrection. ‘“ Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scorn- 
ful: but his delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and _ night. 
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth fruit in his season: 
his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper.’* “ The fruit of the righteous 
is a tree of life.” “ Blessed is the man that trust- 





eth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is: 


for he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and shall see not when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in 
the year of drought, neither cease from yielding 
fruit.” Do you remember that beautiful passage 
in Isaiah: ‘The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me; because the Lord hath annvinted me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek: he hath sent 
me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
liberty unto the captives, and the opening of the 
prison te them that are bound; to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to ap- 
point unto them that mourn in Zion, to give them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness: 
that they might be called Trees of Righteous- 
ness, The Planting of the Lord, that he might be 
glorified ?” Three hours in che woods and fields 
—studying the combinations of trees, admiring 
the hemlocks in their snow dress, speculating of 
future plans of landscape gardening, and how we 
can best make our grounds a poem of lawn and 
trees and flowers, which shall touch our outward 
hfe with a sense of the picturesque and the 
beautiful, anc so minister to the inward and ideal 
side of us that would ascend heavenward—and 
we come back to in-door life, a little tired in 
body, but refreshed in mind and spirit. Three 
hours in the silence of the forest, and under skies 
veiled with un‘allen snow, give a new zest to the 
comfort of the fireside and the heart-nimbus of 
home. Equipping vurself with dry boots, we 
seek the green-house to replenish the fire, which 
is one of the daily items that fall to onr lot. 
After that comes supper, which at this season 
is at half past five. We notice by the bulletin 
that the Young Men’s Debating Club, to-mght, 
discusses the great question of the hour, “ Has 
the emancipation of the Slaves in the Rebel States 
become a military necessity?’ As we don’t at- 
tend the debate we cannot tell how much 
eloquence from youthful lips was expended on 
the occusion. There is room for eloquence on 
one side of the question, at least. And the time 
has come, Journalist thinks, for heroic action in 
favor of the Slave. Butin these days it some- 
times seems that the good cause moves slowly, 
while the footsteps of the wicked are swift. But 
itis not so in reality. If we could look behind 
the veil—and we must take into account agents 
and forces at work there, 1f we would understand 
the enigma of the revolution now in progress— 
we should see that the armies of God are moving 
swiftly, and the campaign fur Righteousness, 
Freedom and Universal Love tarrieth not. Have 
patience, O ye that wait for Him that is Faithful 
and True! Swifter than the bright messengers 
of the dawn He cometh to judge the earth. The 
old wrongs will ere long go down, and the Peace 
and Beauty of Heaven shall dwell in all lands. 





Meeting hour was occupied first by reading 
from the papers, afterward by confessions and 
testimony. These seasons of confession and testi- 
mony are always refreshing. One says, “I con- 
fess Christ my life and strength ;” another “1 con- 
fess Christ a spirit of ‘aith;’ others, I confess 
my love for Christ; I confess my union with 
Christ ; I confess Christ a spirit of improvement; 
I confess Christ a loving heart; I confess Christ 
the satisfier of my heart, and aspirit of thank- 
fulness ; I confess Christ a public spirit ; I con- 
fess a broken and contrite heart ; I confess Christ 
a social Savior ; I confess Christ a spiritual mind ; 
{ confess Christ power to overcome the world ; 
I confess a spirit of charity and brotherly love; 
I confess aspirit of contentment ; I confess a spir- 
it of prayer; I confess a spirit of humility ; I de- 
sire an increase of faith ; I thank God for his love; 
I confess Christ the keeper of my attention; I 
confess Christ my King; &c. All is said qui- 
etly, spontaneously, and in evident earnestness.— 
Hearts draw near to Christ and each other, and 
we realize the truth of the promise, *‘ where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there 
also am I in the midst of them.” 

Monday, 20.—Reference was made in the even- 
ing meeting to the prevalence of sickness in the 
neighboring towns and villages, and thankfulness 
was expressed for the immunity which the Com- 
munity enjoy from the prevalent diseases.—A 
member called attention to the passage in Mat- 
thew, ‘¢I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat : 
1 was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was 
in prison, and ye carne unto me. Then the right- 
eous shall answer him, saying, Lord, when saw 
wo thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, 





and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a 
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stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed 
thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, 
and came unto thee? And the King shall answer 
and say into them, Verily I say unto you, Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the Icast of 
these iny brethren, ye have done it unto me”— 
and asked for expression on the subject. Among 
other remarks we note the following: The pas- 
sage represents the judgment as drawing a line 
between the righteous and the wicked on the 
point of character in regard to selfishness and |ib- 
erality. It amounts to this: Whoever in the day 
of judgment shall be found with a heart that re- 
cognizes humanity, recognizes the race as one 
family, in other words has the spirit of Commu- 
nisin, will be found on the right hand of Christ; 
und whoever separates his interests and sympa- 
thies from those of humanity as a whole, and sets 
up for himself—lives a selfish, spider life—will be 
found on the left hand. ‘Then there ia also in the 
passage a recognition of the spiritual unity between 
Christ and believers, that is something more than 
the mere unity with the human race; a_recogni- 
tion of the identity of believers with Christ, on 
the principle that Paul frequently presents, that 
all believers are members of Christ’s body, so 
that whatever ts done to one of those members is 
done unto him, and he knows it and recognizes 
it, whether they know itor not. The righteous 
are represented as asking, When saw we thee an 
luungered, and fed thee, or thirsty and gave thee 
drink, or naked and clothed thee, or in prison and 
visited thee, &>. They had not known that when 
they were doing something of great valuc to their 
fellow men they were doing it to Christ. But 
when they came before Christ for judgment, 
it was found recorded to their account, and 
they were rewarded for it. It appears that when 
persons get into the spirit of Communism, that 
is free from selfishness, that is to say when 
they recognize the human family as brethren, 
and love their brother as themselves—recognize 
the family spirit and the Community spirit 
in reference to mankind—they go on and do 
things which in the final result will be found to 
have an important bearing on Christ; though 
they themselves may not have been aware of it 
when they did them. The good they do to humani- 
ty or to believers, is done to Christ. And as far as 
they act on the Community principle, though 
they know it not, they are sowing seed for eter- 
nity ; and inasmuch as it affects Christ, he being 
the judge of all will reward them accordingly. 
We need not look abroad in the world for some 
sphere far beyond our present one for cccasions 
for manifesting that spirit. Thmgs done in that 
spirit on however small a scale will be accepted 
in the day of judgment. Weare acting all the 
time either in that spirit or the opposite, are dv- 
ing all the time that which will be brought into 
the final account. Whoever here in this family 
is polite and kind, and does all he can to promote 
the happiness of che family, who diffuses love, and 
serves, and helps to make people happy, is doing 
it to Christ ; and though not conscious of it now, 
will one day find it out. They are treating 
Christ kindly, and he will remember and return 
it. There is in this, moreover, a very powerful 
argument for us to be kindly aftectioned one to 
another, and to get rid of egotism that counts it 
all gain to escape service. So also when persuns 
aro tempted to think their services are not appre- 
ciated, these considerations will give them a basis 
of contentment. There is no better passage of 
Scripture than this: “ Whatsoever good thing any 
man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free.’? There is a very 
minute account kept between us and the Lord, 
and we necd not fear bat that he will appreciate 
all that we do; because the Lord is righteous, 
and knows exactly what we have done. 





A Glimpse at the Soldiers--The Failure of 
Shakerism--The Social Results and Outlook 
of Communism. 

Wallingford, Jan, 15, 1862. 

Dear Bro. P.:—We had yesterday a call 
from a detachment of troopers who were pass- 
ing by on their way from New Haven to their 
camp at Hanover. The day was cold and the 
road long, and they availed themselves of an 
invitation to sit by the stove in our dining-room 
and take a trifle of refreshment. With their 
horses picketed to the trees and on the lawn, 
the burnished trappings of the officers, the 
clanking of sabres, and the slightly military 
swagger of the men, we had the actual scene so 
often deseribed to the imagination by romancers 
of the olden time. 
or Cooper done to the life. 


It was a chapter of Scott 
if there had only 
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been a distressed heroine in the ease, an ambus- 
eade, an abduction, or a rescue, the incident 
would have been complete. As it was, our 
guests were quite civil, and at parting two 
trumpeters sounded their call to march very 
prettily on horse-back under our windows.— 
With a salute they took the road ata gallop and 
were gone. 

‘I see them on their winding way, 

About their ranks the moonbeams play, 

Their waving arms and banners bright 

Are glancing in the mellow light.” 
This was the pictorial side of the war. One 
could readily understand however, that the ap- 
proach of such a body of men in a land where 
they were invaders, would be a very dtfferent 
thing. In this view, I think with some pity, 
of the terror to which helplese persons must be 
exposed by the advance of either party in the 
national struggle. 

In looking over lately a large volume con- 
taining an exposition of the doctrines of the 
Shakers, I was impressed with the singular 
mixture of crudity and good sense, of fanaticism 
and worthy intentions that seem io characterize 
that people. Their exegesis of Genesis, by 
which they endeavor to identify the fall of man 
in some way with disorderly sexual passion, does 
not hold together; since they are obliged to ad- 
mit that disobedience in another passion, viz., 
that of eating, was the first transgression.— 
Their great error in treating of this subjectit 
seems to me, is their refusal to look atit except 
from the very lowest pointof view. The high- 
est use which they recognize in the amative 
faculty, and that to be tolerated at some future 
time only as a necessity, is that which relates 
to reproduction. All else is mere brutality. 
Now if we had not the charity to think that 
they are led to this extreme by theologie zeal, 
or some necessary crook of their system, it 
would seriously impeach their moral elevation. 
For, one who can associate with the sexual re- 
lations only debasing and sensual ideas, must be 
hopelessly degraded himself, and no guide for 
more innocent people. Whatever abuses tere 
may be about this department under the selfish 
social system of the world, no pure mind can 
fail to see in it a suggestion at least, of some- 
thing heavenly and divine. It appears suffi- 
ciently evident that such a system as Shakerism 
must have sprung from a very dark and unnat- 
ural experience, and history I believe confirms 
this conclusion by the fact that Mother Ann, 
the founder of it, had previous!y been peculiarly 
unfortunate in her married life. 

But conceding all that the Shakers aver of 
the direful consequences of the sexual passion 
under the devil’+ administration, they still offer 
no valid reason for the utter extinction of it 
which seems to be inculcated in their system. 
Alimentiveness is abused by excess ; sight and 
hearing, and all the senses, have perhaps been 
perverted to wrong ends; shall we therefore 
condemn them as reprobate? Rather, an in- 
telligent faith says, I will offer these suscepti- 
bilities of my nature to Christ for redemption. 
I will coufess Christ in my whole being and see 
if it may not be rescued from the devil’s do- 
minion. What has been strong in me for evil, 
shall be strong for good. If a passion like 
amativeuess cannot be regenerated without sup- 
pression, no passion can; and people may as well 
commit suicide if the Shaker principle of re- 
forming evil is the right one. 

In dealing with this social question, neither 
the Shaker method of cutting the knot, nor the 
more common method of leaving it to take care 
of itself, and tangle or untie itself as individual 
impulse and circumstance may determine, is th» 
right one. It should be Sruptep as a Scr- 
ENCE, and in connection with the fullest light 
of spiritual, moral, and physiological facts. 
Treated in this way, the Science of Love will 
in due time yield results that will throw all 
other discoveries bearing on human welfare, 
into the shade. The Community, though it 
has made buta beginning in tois direction, 
has selvel some important principles, and 
among those attained at the threshold of dis- 
covery, may be stated the following: 

1, That a pure medium diffused trom 


Christ, makes attraction between the sexes 
free. 

2. That jealousy is not natural in a spiritu- 
ally organized and united society. 

3. That sensual, is secondary to spiritual 
fellowship in the relations of the sexes, or 
that reproduction is subordinate to love. 

4. That love is organized in an ascending 
series. 

5. That channels of communication and at- 
traction, through the law of ascending fellow- 
ship, are open to the heavenly world, by which 
we may seek and obtain acquaintance with the 
Primitive Church. 

6. That the department of fellowship is in- 
timately connected for good or evil with the 
springs of life. 

These are but some of the leading guides to 


a tield of scientific truth, that time and ear- 
nestness must develop more fully. But with 


such hints and inducements to progress as we 
have already before us, how much more hope- 
ful the prospect offered to Communists, than is 
seen in the dogged ‘* know-nothingism”’ of the 
Shaker system, or the hap-hazard experience of 
common life. G. 





Faith and Climate. 


Since reading the Home Talk on Prayer in the 
Circular of Jan. 2d, I have been specially 
interested in the subject. The method of deal- 
ing with God in the line of asking and receiving 
favors, as there explained, seems so clear and com- 
mon-sense-like, that it removes many doubts and 
obscurities that have hung around the subject, 
and renders it easy and natural to expect favors 
from the court of heaven whenever they are ap- 
plied for in the right way. Itseems to me that 
what the world needs more than any thing else, is 
the wisdom which will enable it to pray for the 
right things in the right manner, and especially 
the simple faith which believes that all reasonable 
prayers are heard and answered. 

A little experience that I had lately sugzested 
these reflections. As [ was walking behind my ox- 
team, going to the swamp for a load of muck, 
the oxen slipping at almost every step as they 
went up a steep hill on the icy road, I said to my- 
self in a musing way, “I wonder if it would not 
please tho Lord to give us about four inches of 
snow for our teaming.” TI certainly could not see 
why it was not a reasonable request, and conclu- 
ded to watch and see if he would not grant it. 
Next morning the four inches of snowcame. But 
then I said to myself, “ Now, even ifit were not 
Sunday I could not get a load of muck, for the ice 
is more dangerous than ever, cuvered and conceal- 
ed by the light snow. I[ wish it would thaw a 
little and then freeze enough to stick this snow 
down to the ice.” Well, towards night it rained 
and partially melted the snow, and in the morn- 
ing it froze and was the best kind of sledding. 
Now what is more reasunable than that I should 
politely express thanks to God for so good-na- 
turedly and promptly answering my requests? 
But there is a spirit of unbelief prevailing almost 
universally, that would laugh and encer at the 
idea of God’s listening to such little puny requests 
as that. Nevertheless I maintain that the spirit 
of the world is entirely in the wrong in the mat- 
ter. It denies that we are on such friendly terms 
with God that we may ask small favors of him 
with the expectation of being heard. It appears 
to me that they who assume this stranger-like 
and distant position toward God, deserve no_ bet- 
ter fate than to be left at the mercy of natural 
laws that will show them no special favor on any 
occasion. That, I think, is the actual condition 
of the human race as a whole, and it all results 
from this over-wise, sneering unbelicf which shuts 
it out from receiving special favors. Now sup- 
posing that the whole of the race, or of a nation 
were in friendly and familiar relations with God, 
what would stand in the way of their being fa- 
vored with an improved and superior climate? 
Certainly the Bible favored this idea in the days 
of Malachi, for he says; “ Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall net be room enough to receive it.” 
The unbel:ef of many however, will parry this 
kind of testimony, with the suggestion that “ all 
that was promised in old Bible times, when miracles 
were rife; but it is foolish and fanatical to expect 
such favors now-days.” Ido not see how this 





reasuning can hold, for in those much-lauded 





times of prophetic and miraculous power, there 
was given a promise of much better times in these 
latter days, as well in respect to temporal matters 
as in respect to spiritual gifts. The prophet Joel 
says, “ Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and re- 
joice in the Lord your God; for he hath given 
you the former rain moderately, and he will cause 
to come down to you the rain, the former rain 
and the latter rain in the first month. And the 
floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall 
overflow with wine and oil. And I will restore 
to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the 
canker worm, and the caterpillar, and the palmer- 
worm, my great army which [ sent among you. 
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophecy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions.” No one, not even an infidel, will deny 
that the earth and atmosphere were made for the 
sustenance of man. It is his dwelling-place, of 
which he is the God-appointed master. Is it any 
great stretch of the marvelous, then, to conceive 
that when he sha‘! have become a thoroughly 
harmonious being, he shall have the control of 
the elements which have so much to do with his 
happiness? Certainly this is directly in the line 
of attainments in which the human race is already 
far advanced. The immense improvements on the 
cundition of the savage, which are already attained, 
indicate that it is a part of the plan of the Crea- 
tor to share with mankind in the government of 
the earth; and where such government is shared, 
why not make it a matter of consultation and 
agreement. Certainly the Bible ideas of faith, and 
the encouragement given to prayer, favor such a 


state of things. H. J. 8: 
Wallingford, Jan. 1862. 
~“CORRESPONDENCE. _ 





Glimpses in Washington.--No, 2. 
Washington, Jan., 1862. 

Another step forward here is the inauguration of 
the era of free speech. In the place of the Lyce- 
um lectures on science and kindred subjects, a 
course is in progress on National topics, by the 
most radical men of the North; and now 
“thoughts that breathe and words that burn” 
echo through the splendid halls of the Smithso- 
nian. Already have Brownson, Dickinson, Gree- 
ly and Cheever spoken to crowded houses, and 
the names of some dozen others are announced as 
speakers. These lectures are timely, for they 
greatly aid the formation of right public opinion 
and public action; for they reach that class of 
men who need them most—mernbers of Congress. 

Dr. Cheever lectured last Friday evening. 
This afternovn (Jan. 12, Sunday) he preached 
in the House of Representatives on the duty of 
the Government in this hour of imminent peril, 
from Ex. 10: 7. ‘ And Pharaoh’s servants said 
unto him, How long shall this man be a snare 
unto us? Let the men go, that they may scrve 
the Lord their God: knowest thou not yet that 
Egypt is destroyed ?’* It was a powerful discourse 
and I think so large an audience is seldom wit- 
nessed within the walls of the Capitol; both the 
floor and galleries were crowded, and for more 
than an hour the speaker flashed truth on the 
mind and conscience in rapid and brilliant corrue- 
cations. 

The Hutchinsons were there too, and after the 
sermon gave an appropriate and svul-stirring song. 
And there is need enough of effort here, for cor- 
ruption, selfishness and hate abound. Take an 
instance: After returning from the Capito) this 
afternoon the conversation naturally turned upon 
the discourse. As usual the livn was in the way— 
“ What will you do with the Slaves if you eman- 
cipate them ?” One suggested colonizing them. 

“If you remove the laboring class you would 
surely ruin the South,” 1 replied. 

“ But according to you abolitionists one free- 
man will dotwice the labor of a slave; so you 
could at least colonize one half of them.” 

“Not all,” I replied. “ If the slaves are emanci- 
pated here, they will be like those in the West 
Indies, the women will mind the domestic affairs, 
the children will be sent to school, and it will re- 
quire the labor of all the men to do the work.” 

“ What! educate the niggers,” exclaimed my 
landlady, “Iam ashamed of you. It makes me 
so mad to hear anybody talk so. Keep them in 
their place; there are a plenty of poor whites 
that need education.” 

I replied that ‘* God made of une blood all na- 
tions of men.” But there is no use arguing with 
—Mr. Jefferson says, uny one. And thereare not 
a few members of Congress who are as foggy as 
my landlady. G. F. N. 


From an Absent Brother. 





Freeport, Ilt., Jan. 1st, 1862. 

Dear Eprror:—As it is my fortune in the 
providence of God to be absent from home at the 
present time, I take this opportunity, to wish you 
and your readers a happy New Year. May the 
“ God of Peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sight through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory for 
ever and ever.”’ May hisblessing attend you in the 
publication of the Circular. Thank God there area 
few who appreciate its weekly visits. It is a light 
to many who are groping their way in these revo- 
lutionary times. It is a dark time to all who are 
putting their trust in human governments. But 
to all who fear the Lord the day is breaking, and 
the “ sun of righteousness is rising with healing in 
his wings.”” To those who are looking for the 
fullness and glory of the final kingdom, the signs 
of the times are full of hope. 

If I had time I could give you many incidents 
of travel which would interest you. I will how- 
ever relate a little incident which occurred not 
long since. While passing through Michigan on 
the cars, I was accosted by a gentleman (as I was 
passing him to my seat), saying, “Sit down I 
should like to talk with you.” Following my in- 
stincts I took a seat beside him. The conversation 
turned on the war, ind the prospect of success. 
His hopes seemed to center in our officers and 
the great army in the field; there was his confi- 
dence. I said to him, “ My confidence is in the 
Living God who I believe is managing this whole 
affair, and will turn it to his glory.” He 
then remarked that he did not believe God had 
much to do any way with the war. “ Well,” 
said I, “ God is evidently at work, and has a pur- 
pose in this whole affair, and my confidence in him 
gives me rest.” As we did not like each other's 
testimony we soon parted company. This con- 
versation led me to see the kind of atheism that 
is at work at the present time. Satan, as of old, 
is the “ Prince of darkness,” and he is ever busy 
in “ blinding the minds and he-rts of those that 
believe not.” He is evidently working with all 
deceivableness of unrighteouness to hide from 
men the idea of a (vod manifest in the flesh, gov- 
erning and controling al! things, and that does 
concern himself in the affairs of this world.— 
Jesus Christ is the same yeslerday, to-day, and 
Sorever ; the representative of the life, light, and 
love of God; and it may be said with equal truth, 
that Satan is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever, the representative of death, darkness, and 
hatred. 

Confessing my union with Christ and the Prim- 
itive Church, and my cvnfidence in Christ as an 
Almighty Saviour from sin and death, I remain 
as ever yours, C, 0. 





Nove. anp Inreresting Meetinc.—On 
Sabbath afternoon, in Plymouth church, Brook- 
lyn, Rev. L. ©. Lockwood, missionary of the 
American Missionary Association among the 
refugees at and vear Fort Monroe, Va., and 
William Davis, one of the most gifted refugees, 
attended, by invitation, the usual prayer- 
meeting held in the body of the church, notice 
having been given by the pastor at the morning 
service. Nearly a thousand persons were pre- 
sent. Lewis Tappan presided. After singing 
aud prayer, Mr. Davis read, in a clear and cor- 
rect manner, a portion of the parables of the 
Good Samaritan, and making it a text, deli- 
vered an address, giving his personal history, 
the past and present condition of his people in 
that part of Virginia, and their hopes in connec- 
tion with the suppression of the rebellion. At the 
conclusion of his address he offered prayer. 
Mr. Horace Waters, with his juvenile corps of 
Sabbath-school vocalists, then sang the song, 
* Let my People go,” with electric effect. At 
the close, a collection was taken for the refu- 
res. 

William Davis is a dark mulatto, forty-seven 
years of age, a member of the Baptist Church, 
and of prepossessing appearance. He was 
born in Nortolk, aud at six years of age was 
sold for $100. He has a wife and five child- 
ren, several of whom are now in slavery, he 
knows not where. He has passed through the 
usual vicissitudes of an American slave. By 
permission of General Wool he visits the North 
with the missionary, to tell the story of bis 
sufferings and the sufferings of his people, and 
to solicit contributions in money and clothing 
for the many hundreds who are destitute. It 
was the first time he ever addressed an audi- 
ence of white people. 1t is but simple justice 
to state that his address evinced talent and elo- 





quence of a superior kind.—Jndependent. 
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